Date
The Honorable XYZ

Address 1

Address 2

City, State ZIP

Dear Representative XXX,
Our nation is experiencing one of the worst economic downturns since the Great Depression. Businesses, especially those that are minority owned, are facing mounting challenges that can hinder success and prevent economic viability. As you and your colleagues in Washington work to pull our nation out of this economic slump and set us down a pathway of change, the big international record labels are pushing an initiative that was introduced in Congress just this week — H.R. 848 and S. 379— an initiative that could put some of the more than 106,300 family supporting radio jobs in jeopardy and reduce diversity in station ownership.

Called the performance tax by some in the industry, this legislation would require local radio stations to pay a performance royalty to the record labels. Even though local radio stations already compensate songwriters for the use of music, provide free airtime worth billions of dollars to promote performers and their music, and pay the big record labels if they stream over the Internet, the labels want more.  
While the foreign-owned record labels are looking for a bailout from local radio, in the current economic climate radio stations both big and small are already struggling to stay afloat. Even without the performance tax, radio stations across the country have announced layoffs of both staff and on-air talent.  There are roughly 106,300 radio jobs in the U.S., which translates to almost $7 billion in annual payroll; salaries that help inject money back into the economy. Adding another fee to an already struggling industry would ensure those numbers will plummet. 
The loss of jobs would not be the only major impact of the performance tax; diversity of radio station ownership would also suffer. According to a recent Free Press report, “Just 8 percent of all full-power commercial broadcast radio stations are owned by an entity with a CEO or president who is a racial or ethnic minority.” By making stations even more unaffordable, this legislation would put the dream of ownership further out of the reach of minority entrepreneurs trying to enter the radio industry. For smaller stations geared towards urban areas and the minority community, it could mean cutting vital programming, or in some cases, shutting down entirely — silencing voices on the airwaves where minorities are already underrepresented.  
In the interest of protecting local communities across the nation, we urge you to oppose these bills and protect the greater radio broadcasting community. Local radio stations are not only businesses, but vital lifelines to the people they serve. We ask you to join our fight to protect and preserve American radio. 

Despite the difficult times we are currently facing, we believe we can move forward together under a new banner of hope and take action to protect diversity and save jobs. We cannot afford the true price tag of the performance tax legislation, and the lasting damage that would be inflicted at such a critical point in our nation’s history.  

Sincerely,

XXXX

